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A Note from the Directors

Seven writers. One provocation.
So Many Splintered Parts.

What do you see when you look out at the
world? What does the world see when it looks
back at us?

This is the provocation we put to the seven
writers we approached to be part of this project.

What they delivered in response is a collection
written for now, a gathering that tackles themes
of identity, survival, digital culture, class and
wealth, mental illness, violence and war - the
fractures running through contemporary
Australia and the world. A world that’s in
freefall, stumbling from one man-made disaster
to another: it seems we are incapable of not
shooting ourselves in the foot!

We also told the writers they would only have
two actors: the glorious and fearless Zoe de
Plevitz and Nick James. The combined scripts
throw a lot at these two, but their performances
are a testament to not only their skill, but their
level of endurance. And holding all this together
is our composer/performer, Tyrone Noonan, who
brings with him a rock sensibility and wicked
sense of humour.

With minimal props, a spare, evocative set and
lighting from design team, Sharka Bosakova
and Teegan Kranenburg, and the thoughtful,
wide-ranging contribution of associate director
Jessica Veurman, these three performers
conjure multiple vivid Brisbane worlds

from Tesla-driven heritage-listed homes in
Paddington to the bus ride of a student going
to Woolies in her dressing gown.

Throughout rehearsals the news kept coming

- bombs, missiles, drones; elections, scandals,
lay-offs, deportations; domestic violence and
suicide. Where is the hope? Well - maybe, it’s
in the fact that these writers wrote what they
did, and these extraordinary creatives and
performers turned up to work every day - and
that Queensland Theatre wants to see this on
the stage and that you are here. Now. Possibly
being offended. Hopefully having a laugh. And
recognising that change might come. And if it
does, it comes not from our political leaders but
from the grassroots, from collective action -
the stuff theatre does so well.

Shaun Charles & Elaine Acworth
Co-directors and co-producers

Warnings

This production contains strong and offensive
coarse language, racist themes, adult and sexual
themes, and references to mental illness, suicide
ideation, abortion, themes of war and violence.
It contains strobe, haze, and sudden loud sound.

Recommended for ages 15+.

We understand the themes may be triggering for
some people. If you would like more detail about

the specific content of the play, we encourage
you to contact our Box Office.

If you or someone you know needs information
or support, these organisations are there to help:

LIFELINE 131114
KIDS HELPLINE 1800 551800
BEYOND BLUE 1300 22 4636
13YARN 13 92 76




Play synopses, in the order you'll see them:

1. Self Check Out by Kathryn Marquet sees 4. Shaun Charles' Hum details a bus ride
the State Opposition Leader's wife come home from the Myer Centre, where the
home with a very public story to tell. boundaries between fact and fiction, past

. ; . and future, 'us' and 'them', become porous.
2. The Comment Section by First Nations P

playwright Aidan Rowlingson, is a theatrical 5.  Grace Wilson's Life According to Rachel,

experiment in which the playwright has explores a young woman's shock that a
trawled the worst of the comment sections male politician thinks he decides what
the internet has to offer. happens to her body.

3. Robert Forster's play, Night Thoughts of an 6. Sita Walker's In Education unfolds at
Artist, offers us the pre-dawn ruminations a parent teacher night, where a rookie
of a Brisbane artist as he works through his teacher is put to the test.

life's choices. .
7. Elaine Acworth's The Watchtower, sees

a Brisbane school boy put on his backpack
at home - and try for freedom in the
Himalayas.

About All Forms Considered

All Forms Considered is the creative home base for Shaun Charles and his collaborators.
Performance. Theatre. Opera. Documentary. Music videos. These forms may intersect or overlap,
they may hold their traditional form or be abandoned altogether. All Forms Considered as long as
they ask questions of the world we’ve made.

About Assembly of Elephants

Assembly of Elephants (AoE) specialises in new performance works across theatre, digital media,
and audio. The company champions new Australian work and develops socially driven theatre

on urgent topics. We think the world needs to be a little kinder - and a little crazier. Find us at
assemblyofelephants.com
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