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BACK TO BILO
prepared by Vantagepoint Audio Description.
Event Details: 
Written by Katherine Lyall-Watson
Directed by Caroline Dunphy
Original Concept by Matt Scholten
Tamil Cultural Advisor Sudhesh Somu

Presented by: Queensland Theatre and Brisbane Festival
Production by: Belloo Creative
Produced by: Performing Lines 
Venue: Billie Brown Theatre, Brisbane/Meanjin
Audio described performance: 12/9/25 7.30pm and 13/9/25 2pm.  
Tactile Tours: 6pm Friday 12 September, and 12:30pm Saturday 13 September.
Audio Described by: Sophie Fu for Vantagepoint Audio Description.

These notes, current at time of distribution, are subject to change and are intended as a guide to prepare you for the live Audio Description.

Running Time.
1 hour and 10 minutes, with no interval. 	
Show Warnings.
This production contains
· Loud noises
· Flashing lights
· Blackouts
· Haze
· Mature content: Themes of war, descriptions of violence, detention and children in distress
· Recommended for ages 14+
 

Special Notes.
This play uses real media interviews and news reports projected onto the stage. The dialogue used in the play is verbatim - meaning all words used in the play are sourced from real life interviews and accounts of events.
Context/Overview.
A true-life testimony to people, power and persistence. 
Priya and Nades left war torn Sri Lanka and found each other in regional Queensland. They married, worked hard, had two daughters, and settled into a simple but happy country life. 
The community welcomed them with open arms – but four years later came a knock at the door and they were ripped away in a dawn raid. 
This is the remarkable true account of one family’s ordeal in the nightmare limbo of immigration detention, which is a story of how love is stronger than fear and how persistence and togetherness can win against crushing odds.  
The Stage.
The Billie Brown Theatre is a corner stage, meaning that the part of the stage farthest away from the audience is a corner (at the 12 o’clock position), with the back walls of the stage extending diagonally to the left and right of this corner towards the audience.

The front row of the auditorium is just 2 metres from the stage’s edge, and the back row is 15 metres behind, with three seating banks: a centre bank, left bank and right bank. The theatre seats 350 people.

The performers will enter from the far left and far right of the stage using tunnels alongside the left or right seating banks. A central tunnel, under the centre audience seating bank is also used as an entry/exit for performers.
The Set.
The overall style of the set is open, contemporary and minimalist leaving most of the stage empty.
The entire set is cream-coloured:  walls, arch, curtains - and all areas are used at different times as projection surfaces.

The predominant features of the set are:
· Video projection frequently used: Videos and photographs of locations, people, landscapes.
· A cream rectangular arch 1.5 wide, and 4m high, and 7m wide  frame the stage is often used as a projection surface.
· A cream revolving door: A large, 3-arm revolving door fills the space beneath the arch. Each arm of the door has a rectangular opening masked with a cream centre-split curtain.  
· Floor is painted cream.

Projected images, lighting and other effects will be described live. 

Opening Setting
Prior to the show, the set is lit in a low-level cool white light.
Scattered throughout the audience sitting on the armrests of every second seat are battery powered candles 15cm tall and giving off a warm yellow light. 

Characters and Costumes.
In approximate order of appearance:

Uru is performed by Menaka Thomas. 
Tamil singer- linked to Priya - she is like Priya’s higher spirit. (Uru is the Tamil word for divine spirit). Only Priya can see or relate to Uru. 
In her early 30‘s. Tan skinned women, average height with slim build. She wears a silk gold sari and gold jewelry. She has short black hair.
 
Priya, mother of the Murugappan family, is performed by Leah Vandenberg.
Tamil woman living in Australia. 
In her early 40’s. Tan skinned women, short with a petite build and long wavy black hair worn half pulled up. She wears a red cotton Indian tunic with cream embellishments and black wide leg pants. Costume changes will be described live. 

Nades, father of the Murugappan family, is performed by Matt Domingo.
Tamil man living in Australia. 
In his early 40’s. Tan skinned man, short height with a slim build and short black hair. He wears a blue and white checkered shirt and navy pants. Costume changes will be described live. 


Bronwyn, is performed by Liz Buchanan. 
Social worker, Biolela local, mother of five, and key Home to Bilo campaigner. 
In her late 40’s. Fair skinned average height woman with average build with long brunette hair worn loose. She wears a navy shirt with tight navy jeans.  

Angela, performed by Erika Naddei. 
Biloela local, social worker and counsellor, amateur theatre lover and the face of the Home to Bilo campaign. 
In her early 30’s. Fair skinned woman, average height and build, with long brown hair worn half up. She wears a dark green floral shirt with light green wide leg pants. 

Simone, is performed by Sarah McIntosh. 
In her 30’s. Fair skinned woman, tall and slim build, with long blond wavy hair worn loose. She wears a red shirt with loose beige coloured pants.  

Vashini, performed as herself (via video and audio recordings).
In her 40’s. Tanned skinned woman, average height and build with brown long curly hair worn loose and dark eye makeup. She wears a white and blue patterned tunic. 

Sudhesh, performed as herself (via video and audio). 
In his late 20’s. Tanned skinned man with average height and build with short black hair. He wears a red and white checkered shirt worn open over a grey singlet, black pants and a gold necklace. 

Assorted characters such as Politicians, Guards, Border Force, Police, Reporters, Biolela community members, are performed by the ensemble.  

All characters in this production are barefooted. 
Any pertinent costume changes will be described live.

END OF PRE-SHOW NOTES.




Upcoming Audio Described Events.

“Back to Bilo” - repeat audio described performance. Saturday 13 September.
Tactile tour 12:30pm, Performance 2pm.

“The Platypus” – a play about the messy end of a relationship. 
Saturday 13 September, tactile tour 12pm, & 1pm show at Cremorne Theatre, QPAC.
  
“The Chronicles” – contemporary dance by the Stephanie Lake Company explores the cycles of life and the inevitability of change.
Saturday 13 September, tactile tour 6pm, & 7pm show at the Thomas Dixon Centre.

“Unveiling Shadows” - A debut solo dance work sharing the story of a First Nations-Italian queer man's upbringing, presented as a journey through silence.
Saturday 13 September, 7:30pm performance. New Benner Theatre, Metro Arts, West End.

For more event information visit Vantagepoint Audio Description 


END OF DOCUMENT.
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